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San Jose State English profes-
sor Persis Karim shook up the lit-
erary scene on campus Thursday 
night during the presentation of 
her newest anthology, “Tremors: 
New Fiction by Iranian American 
Writers.”
The event included readings 
of excerpts from the anthology by 
writers Erika Abrahamian, Ari Si-
letz and Shideh Etaat, who contrib-
uted to the “eclectic and interesting 
set of ideas and experiences” that 
appear in the anthology, according 
to Karim.
“The turn in Iranian-American 
literature is away from poetry and 
memoir, which had been prevalent 
previously, and to fiction,” Karim 
said. “(Anita Amirezzani) and I de-
cided it was time for us to do a little 
gathering.”
Amirezzani and Karim co-edit-
ed the anthology, which, according 
to Amirezzani, has three distinct 
categories: American Homeland 
(material that is set in the United 
States and is about assimilating), 
Iran, Land of Resilience (literature 
that is set in Iran and addresses po-
litical situations) and Otherland 
(material about other places and 
deals with cultural hybridity).
“As a writer, you have the capac-
ity to really change, shift and com-
municate things that sometimes are 
absent from the larger discourse,” 
Karim said. “In the case of Iranian-
Americans, that discourse has been 
a steady diet of pretty negative 
things.”
The co-editors that worked on 
the anthology sought to give a dif-
ferent side to the Iranian-American 
story, one in their own voices, ac-
cording to Karim.
Ari Siletz read from his story 
entitled “The Ascension (Me’raj)” 
about an Iranian family who strug-
gle with a sickly son and Iranian 
myths and superstitions.
Erika Abrahamian shared her 
story, “Tremors,” which is also the 
title story for the anthology and 
focuses around an older Iranian 
man experiencing America with his 
son’s assimilated family.
Shideh Etaat’s piece “Keeping 
God” is an excerpt from her upcom-
ing and untitled novel dealing with 
the dynamics of Jewish ghettos in 
Iran and sexual encounters of a 
young Iranian couple.
Karim also read her work that is 
included in the anthology “Some-
thing to Pray For,” which was in-
spired by the post-9/11 detainment 
of Middle Eastern U.S. citizens in 
Los Angeles.
“It was a period where I think 
Americans, without even realizing 
it, gave up a lot of their civil rights,” 
Karim said. “People were very 
scared. (This incident) was quite 
alarming and the story is based on 
that turbulence.”
The evening ended with a pre-
sentation of an excerpt from Amir’s 
graphic novel, “Zahra’s Paradise,” 
which tells the story of the Green 
Revolution through actual images 
that came out of Iran during the 
2009-10 protests.
“We thought it was very cool 
that we could include an excerpt 
from a graphic novel,” Karim said, 
“because in some ways it suggests 
that the graphic form is also a really 
powerful medium by which people 
can encounter Iran.”
The topics proposed in the fic-
tion prompted audience members 
to ask questions about Iranian 
American literature, the history of 
Iran and the experience of assimi-
lating into American culture as Ira-
nians.
“This collection reflects a new 
moment in the literature of Ira-
nian Americans,” Karim said. “It is 
a wonderful experience to be a part 
of it.”
Karim is also the editor of “Let 
Me Tell You Where I’ve Been: New 
Writing by Women of the Iranian 
Diaspora” and co-editor of “A World 
Between: Poems, Short Stories and 
Essays by Iranian-Americans.”
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Students put 
on recital for 
their music 
degree
By Anthony Nguyen
@Antnguyen87
Instead of writing a thesis paper, 
music majors are required to per-
form in an hour-long senior recital.
Jennifer San Filippo, a member of 
the marketing team for the student 
recitals, said the team only makes the 
programs and helps the students set 
up. The student does everything else 
on their own, she said.
Filippo said junior, senior and 
graduate students are required to 
have a recital as part of their degree 
program.
Sakura Yoshimura, a senior mu-
sic major, said “I’m in charge of my 
own recital,” which is on April 28.
She said that two professors need 
to oversee the recital and they need 
to check that she is doing all right.
“We need to have two professors 
present at the recital, “she said.  “For 
my case, Professor Layna Chianakas 
and Professor Sharon Brook will be 
present at my recital.”
Yoshimura said that she is sing-
ing nine songs in three different lan-
guages for her performance.
“My primary instrument is voice, 
so I’m doing a vocal recital,” she said. 
“I’m singing five songs in English, 
three songs in German and one song 
in Japanese.”
Music students booked their own 
recitals for April and May, according 
to San Filippo.
She said there are 33 performanc-
es that will start today and that will 
end on May 20.
Alex Chui, a senior music major, 
said he is playing the piano for his 
recital.
He said he practices at least three 
to four hours a day to prepare for 
his final recital because he wants to 
make sure he doesn’t make a mistake.
“I will be playing four major piec-
es,” he said. “However, some of those 
pieces have multiple movements and 
variations.”
He said playing in front of people 
doesn’t make him nervous.
“At the moment, I am not nervous 
about my final recital,” he said. “Usu-
ally a couple hours before the recital 
is when I am nervous, but when it is 
time to perform, I am usually calm.”
Mark Haygood, a senior music 
major, said he is playing percussion 
instruments in his recital, which con-
sists of many different instruments, 
such as timpani and marimba.
“One of my pieces uses a number 
of different metal things, such as car 
brakes, metal pipes, cowbells, frying 
pans and more,” he said.  “There is 
also a piece that has four male sing-
ers.”
He said he has to practice every 
day to get ready for his recital.
“I practice about six days a week 
for at least two to four hours to pre-
pare for my recital,” he said.  “Even 
when I’m not preparing for a recital 
I still practice almost everyday for 
around two hours.”
Anthony Nguyen is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. 
ACADEMICS
STUDENT DISCOURSE By Angela Medina
@angela_m514
The Black Student Union (BSU) 
hosted an open forum to discuss 
ethnic diversity last Tuesday in 
the auditorium in the Engineering 
building.
According to several BSU mem-
bers, the open forum was held for 
students of all ethnic backgrounds 
to discuss the university’s effort of 
creating a diverse campus, and was 
in response to the lack of African-
American events on campus dur-
ing this year’s Black History Month 
and the Spartan Daily opinion ar-
ticle entitled “Black History Month 
is Redundant.”
According to Gary Daniels, a 
junior political science major and 
president of Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, the open forum was meant 
to discuss the lack of diversity on 
campus and allow student voices to 
be heard.
“The room was predominantly 
(filled with) black students, and, 
looking out, I can see how it can 
look like just a black issue, but we 
understood in planning this that 
it’s not just a black issue,” said BSU 
president Alyxandra Goodwin.
Goodwin said the main objec-
tive of the open forum was to mo-
bilize students and have students 
present during a meeting with 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) San Jose Chapter and 
SJSU President Mohammad Qay-
oumi on April 10.
She said the BSU contacted 
other ethnic groups on campus and 
felt it was important to include as 
many students as possible in this 
discussion.
Rev. Jeff Moore, president of 
the NAACP San Jose chapter, also 
attended the open forum.
SEE BSU ON PAGE 3
Senior outfielder Vanessa House beats the throw to home in the third inning during the Spartans victory of the second game in Saturday’s double-header against 
Seattle University in San Jose.   Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily
SJSU WINS 10-7, 6-3
Softball team sweeps Saturday’s double-header
SEE SPORTS ON PAGE 4
‘Tremors’ in the Iranian American literary scene
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This collection 
reflects a new 
moment in 
the literature 
of Iranian 
Americans. 
Persis Karim
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Open forum 
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campus 
Check out tomorrow’s 
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Spartans rally past 
Louisiana Tech to
win weekend series
By Tommy McCormick
@mccormickdaily
The SJSU baseball team de-
feated Louisiana Tech 12-8 in 
an offensive explosion in the fi-
nal game of a three-game series 
Sunday at Municipal Stadium.
With a combined 32 hits 
between the two teams, it was 
a rough day on the mound for 
pitchers.
SJSU head coach Dave Na-
kama said both teams were run-
ning out of pitching.
“I think that happens on 
Sunday, everybody runs out 
of pitching,” he said. “They 
brought in their center fielder 
to try to finish the game. We 
were lucky we had Kalei (Con-
trades) to finish that game.  I 
think we had the edge in pitch-
ing there in the end.”
Despite having the edge, 
Nakama said the Spartans re-
ally struggled on the mound.
“We got a 2-1 lead and then 
we can’t put a zero up (on de-
fense), we gave up five runs that 
inning,” he said.  “That can take 
a lot of wind out of your sails. 
But I give our guys credit, they 
came back and they score six to 
take the lead.”
The Spartans took to the 
field in the top of the fourth 
leading 2-1 before allowing two 
home runs, followed up by a 
two-out double that scored two 
more for the Bulldogs, giving 
Louisiana Tech a 5-2 advantage.
After a pitching change, 
the Bulldogs (12-21, 2-7 WAC) 
scored another run and the 
Spartans finished the top half 
of the inning trailing 6-2.
After two outs to start the 
inning, San Jose scored six 
runs before the Bulldogs were 
able to get the final out.
A two-out RBI double, fol-
lowed up by two RBI singles 
and then a three-run home run 
by infielder Michael Gerlach 
gave the Spartans an 8-6 lead.
The home run was Gerlach’s 
first as a Spartan.
“It was actually kind of fun-
ny, the first pitch was a slider 
and something flew in my eye 
so I had to call a time out and 
tell the umpire,” he said.  “Then 
he tried to challenge me with 
an inside fastball and I just rec-
ognized it early.”
Gerlach said the home run 
was just him doing his part.
“We all just rally as a team,” 
he said. “Once the team gets 
going all the momentum is on 
your side, you just build off it. 
Everybody wants to contribute. 
You don’t want to be the one 
guy who isn’t contributing.”
The Spartans (11-21, 5-4 
WAC) continued to make con-
tact at the plate, putting up 
another run to make it a 9-6 
ball game going into the sev-
enth inning.
The Bulldogs scored two 
runs with no outs to start the 
inning and loaded the bases be-
fore Contrades was brought in.
Contrades retired the side 
without allowing a run to pre-
serve the lead.
Nakama said they were 
trying to get to the eighth in-
BASEBALL
Second baseman Jacob Valdez tosses the ball to shortstop Ricky Acosta to start a double play during the bottom of the sixth in-
ning of the Spartans’ victory against the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs at Municipal Stadium yesterday. Zach Toberman / Spartan Daily
ning before having to bring 
in Contrades.
“It was bases loaded with no-
body out, we had a one run lead 
in that inning and he gets a pop-
up and a double play,” Nakama 
said.  “I was told he only threw 
five pitches, and he got three 
outs.  That was big I think, to 
maintain that lead when they 
had the bases loaded with no-
body out.  That was big for us, 
because if we got down, that’s 
tough to answer back again.”
SJSU got another three-run 
homer in the bottom of the in-
ning to extend its lead to 12-8.
The Spartans scored nine 
two-out runs on the day, and 
Nakama said the team has done 
a good job all year scoring with 
two outs.
“We call it the tough ones, 
we work on it, and really 
it’s just a mind set,” he said. 
“They’ve kind of taken it and 
carried it, and take pride in 
it, and that’s what it is.  Give 
them credit. Our hitters did 
a good job and kept us in the 
game today.”
Nakama said he was 
pleased with the offensive 
output, but also said the team 
needs to do a better job on the 
mound with a majority of their 
remaining games being confer-
ence contests.
“It comes down to pitch-
ing, because you’re not going 
to hit the ball all the time, it 
just doesn’t work that way in 
baseball,” he said.  “We just 
got to do a better job on the 
mound and stay away from 
the big innings. “
Tommy McCormick is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Information compiled by Stephanie Wong from SJSU police department
SJSU Crime Log
3/18 - 3/29
The following items are selected from the University Police 
Department daily crime log. Times shown are when the incidents 
were reported to police.
Monday, March 18
• Event Center, 2:06 a.m.: A police officer saw an SJSU affiliate 
climbing on top of the ledge of the Event Center. The officer 
detained the subject and was later arrested and booked into 
county jail for being drunk in public.  
• Campus Village, 2:40 p.m.: A report was made for a subject 
being hit with a BB from a BB gun. The subject didn’t suffer 
any injuries.  
Thursday, March 21
• Clark Hall, 12:39 p.m.: An SJSU non-affiliate was arrested for 
having a concealed weapon. 
Friday, March 22
• E. San Salvador St., 12:33 a.m.: A police officer stopped two 
people who were walking around with opened alcoholic 
beverages. One was an SJSU affiliate and one was not. They 
were both cited and then released for possession of alcohol 
while under the age of 21. 
Friday, March 29
• Dining Commons, 10:33 p.m.: An SJSU non-affiliate reported a 
sexual assault. Follow us on Twitter!
@SpartanDaily
According to Simone Jack-
son, president of the Black 
Alliance of Sciences and En-
gineers, Jackson, Goodwin, 
Daniels and Desiree Taylor — 
the vice president of the Black 
Alliance of Sciences and Engi-
neers — created four demands 
to improve greater diversity, 
particularly with African-
American students:
· Improve the recruitment and 
retention of African-Ameri-
can students at SJSU.
· Increase the number of visi-
ble African-American faculty 
and staff.
· Implement a “diversity re-
quirement” by Fall 2014 that 
includes additional courses 
relating to varying cultures 
and ethnic history of SJSU.
· Include students in the plan-
ning, creating and updating 
process of the Diversity Mas-
ter Plan.
According to SJSU’s Di-
versity Master Plan webpage, 
the plan “works to create a 
culture that is welcoming of 
the whole person, in terms of 
her or his sex, race, perspec-
tive, ethnicity, age, abilities, 
sexual orientation and other 
physiological and/or cultural 
factors.”
According to a CSU report 
on degrees granted during the 
2011-12 academic year, 4.5 
percent of degrees were issued 
to African-Americans, mak-
ing them the sixth-lowest eth-
nic group in the CSU system.
The percentage is exactly 
the same for graduate degrees 
among African-Americans. 
Only three students earned 
an undergraduate degree in Af-
rican-American studies from 
San Jose State during the 2011-
12 academic year, according 
to the CSU report on degrees 
granted by discipline. 
Jackson said implement-
ing more cultural activities 
during orientations for both 
freshmen and transfer stu-
dents is important.
She said she missed her 
orientation when she trans-
ferred but would have ben-
efited from learning about 
the campus and, specifically, 
about the varying ethnic or-
ganizations on campus.
“I just feel that having a 
program like that in place will 
ensure that students know 
where to go,” Jackson said. “It 
doesn’t necessarily mean that 
students will take those op-
portunities, but at least the 
information is out there.”
Budget cuts have also dis-
couraged students who want 
to take ethnic courses outside 
of their major, according to 
Daniel Harris-Lucas, a junior 
public relations major.
He said it’s difficult for 
him to take courses in Afri-
can-American Studies be-
cause he was instructed to 
take the courses he needs in 
order to graduate as soon as 
possible, due to budget cuts.
Leon Beauchman, a board 
member of the Santa Clara 
County Board of Education, 
said more students need to 
mobilize to make their de-
mands heard from the SJSU 
administration.
“There needs to be some-
thing you do for yourself 
even if you only get a penny,” 
Beauchman said. “We need to 
start someplace.”
Angela Medina is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer. 
BSU: SJSU’s Diversity Master Plan 
should include student participation
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I just feel 
that having a 
program like 
that in place 
will ensure 
that students 
know where 
to go. 
Simone Jackson
President of the Black 
Alliance of Sciences and 
Engineers
Are you ready? Get on the ﬁnance fast-track with  
the new MS in Finance from Santa Clara University
Q Gain a deeper analytical understanding  
of the ﬁnancial marketplace
Q Learn how to use sophisticated investment  
tools to balance risk and reward
Q Become an alumnus of the school producing  
the largest number of ﬁnancial leaders working  
in Silicon Valley
Learn more at the next Information Session  
Tuesday, April 16 at 4 PM
RSVP scu.edu/msf/rsvp   
“Because I knew I was going  
into a new ﬁeld and I would  
need resources available in a 
school that had some clout in  
the ﬁnancial industry, I chose  
Santa Clara.”
Christy Knight
MBA 2011
Financial Analyst
SilverSpring Networks
Source: U.S. Dept. of Labor website
JOBS IN FINANCE 
ARE EXPECTED TO GROW NEARLY  
25% IN THE NEXT DECADE
SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY LEAVEY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Web  www.scu.edu/msf  s  Phone  408.554.4539  s  Email  gradbusiness@scu.edu 
Graduate Business Admissions  UÊ Leavey School of Business—Lucas Hall 116
Santa Clara University  UÊ 500 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95053-0210
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Classifieds
Employment
Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising
You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
Universal Crossword
Today’s Crossword Puzzle
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is 
there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist 
of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. 
Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified readers 
should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require 
complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, 
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or 
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
 How To
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$ 
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create 
families. Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com
PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
SJSU International House
One block to campus.
US & International students.
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Well-equipped kitchen.
Pianos and game room.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th St.
924-6570 or
http//sjsu.edu/ihouse
ACROSS
 1 Dogtrot and 
canter, for 
two
 6 Home for la 
familia
 10 Potential 
Guinness 
entry
 14 Approxi-
mating 
word
 15 Before 
much 
longer,  
poetically
 16 Margarita 
garnish
 17 “Violet”  
or “sound” 
introduction
 18 Wonk
 19 Shark  
stimulus
 20 Gardener’s 
device
 22 Cysts
 23 More com-
mon name 
for caustic 
soda
 24 Issue
 26 Juicy tidbit
 30 Seedsman
 32 Touched 
the tarmac
 33 Geraint’s 
better half
 35 Bowler’s 
challenge
 39 Violin’s  
predeces-
sor
 41 Sash for 
Madame 
)\[[LYÅ`
 42 Master 
of march 
music
 43 Jerry and 
George’s  
TV buddy
 44 Match up
 46 Vacation 
idea
 47 Potter’s  
apparatus
 49 Be unable  
to let go
 51 Territory
 54 Large  
Australian 
bird
 55 Fortune-
teller’s sign
 56 Rummage
 63 Move  
merchan-
dise
 64 Egyptian 
symbol of 
eternal life
 65 Hawaiian  
island  
or porch
 66 Great Lake 
name
 67 Free from 
contami-
nants
 68 Rose petal 
oil
 69 One who 
tints fabrics
 70 Bygone 
despot
 71 Landline  
or mobile
DOWN
 1 Caesar’s 
France
 2 Empowered
 3 Very small 
quantity
 4 Gang  
territory
 5 Groom’s 
place
 6 Pond glider
 7 From the 
beginning 
again
 8 Sight for 
___ eyes
 9 First name 
of two U.S. 
presidents
 10 Some sill 
decorators
 11 Duck with 
soft down
 12 “You’re ___ 
friends”
 13 Quick and  
to the point
 21 Lovett or 
Waggoner
 25 Untidy state
 26 French 
grape-skin 
brandy
 27 Fat in a 
pat that 
spreads
 28 Umbrella 
spokes
 29 Watch 
that runs 
without bat-
teries
 30 Delphic 
ÄN\YL
 31 The 
Valkyries 
answered 
to him
 34 Wine  
bouquet
 36 Angler’s 
decoy
 37 Goddess 
symbolized 
by a cow
 38 It’s played 
nightly  
on base
  7HJPÄJ
Coast salm-
on
 45 State of  
uncon-
sciousness
 48 Completely 
absorbed
 50 Potato sack 
cloth
 51 Wandered 
about
 52 Board of 
manicurists
 53 Bar-
bara Eden 
played one
 54 Standard 
anesthetic, 
once
 57 Weight of 
obligation
 58 Gumbo 
need
 59 It precedes 
much  
testimony
 60 Do ___ 
others as ...
 61 Indian 
restaurant 
bread
 62 Urgently 
desperate
Spartans sweep Seattle University in Saturday double-header
By Vince Ei
 @VInce_the_Ei
The SJSU softball team 
swept the Seattle University 
Redhawks in a double-header 
Saturday 10-7 and 6-3.
The offensively-charged per-
formance is the third straight 
Western Athletic Conference 
double-header sweep for the 
Spartans and their tenth overall 
in 2013.
The Spartans lost the first 
game of the series on Friday, 
but head coach Peter Turner 
said his team has been resil-
ient after a loss or falling be-
hind in a game all year.
“They don’t let things lin-
ger, not when it comes to win-
ning and losing,” Turner said. 
“They are very professional 
about their demeanor and 
I’m really proud of this team.”
The Spartans’ bats were 
hot since the start of the first 
game of the double feature as 
they scored five runs in the 
first inning and the other five 
over the next three innings.
Redhawks starting pitcher 
Richele Ashburn was pulled 
in the first inning after the 
Spartans scored their fourth 
run of the opening frame.
The Redhawks managed to 
muster their own five run in-
ning in the third with the help 
of Lisa Maulden’s two-run 
home run to make it 7-5.
The Spartans tacked on 
another run in the bottom 
of the third and each team 
pushed across two runs in its 
fourth inning to make it 10-7 
in favor of SJSU.
Spartan pitcher Amanda 
Pridmore came on in relief in 
the fifth inning and closed out 
the game by pitching three 
scoreless innings in relief, earn-
ing her seventh save of the sea-
son, the most in the nation ac-
cording to SJSU Athletics.
SJSU starting pitcher Mad-
ison Fish got the win and im-
proved her record to 4-2.
All  Spartan starters either 
recorded a run or RBI in the first 
game and the offense did not 
cool down much in the second.
Down early in the first in-
ning after a solo shot by Red-
hawks catcher Bubba Morrow, 
the Spartans knotted the score 
on a two-out RBI single by 
third baseman Taylor Purdy.
The Spartans regained the 
lead in the third inning on 
after a sacrifice fly by Purdy 
and an RBI double by desig-
nated hitter Cheryl Freitas to 
make it 3-1.
Pridmore started the sec-
ond game and had a good start 
striking out two batters in the 
first and second innings.
She would go on to pitch a 
complete game, allowing four 
hits, three runs, one walk, 
and striking out seven. She 
improved her record to 17-9.
The Spartan bats were the 
highlights of the double-head-
er, but Turner said there were 
problems with the gloves.
Along with 20 total hits 
on the day the Spartans also 
recorded five errors.
Turner pointed out that 
all five errors were catching 
and throwing mistakes.
“It was kind of like a vi-
rus and (you’ve) got to stop it 
when it starts tumbling out of 
control like that,” Turner said.
Turner also said he want-
ed to get the bench involved 
more to keep players fresh as 
the season gets down to its fi-
nal month.
“We’re going through 
what’s called the dog days 
and it’s hard to get up every 
game,” he said.
The Spartans embark on 
a four-game road trip that 
starts against No. 14 Stanford 
on Wednesday and continues 
to Ruston, Louisiana on Fri-
day to face Louisiana Tech.
Vince Ei is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
SOFTBALL
Senior shortstop BranDee Garcia fields a grounder in the second game of the Spartans’ double-header sweep against the Seattle University Redhawks Saturday. Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily
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Anthony Nguyen’s 
column appears 
every other Monday
In My
Nightmare
by Anthony Nguyen
Legalizing gay marriage is 
good for the community
Same-sex marriage 
should be legalized.
This is coming from 
an unbiased, heterosex-
ual male.
I may not know a 
lot of homosexual peo-
ple, but I know that we 
do not have the right 
to decide what is right 
or wrong for someone 
based on their sexual 
preference.
If two men or two 
women want to get 
married, why should we stop them?
The main reason I feel this 
way is because when I sit and 
think about this topic, I can’t fig-
ure out who would be harmed by 
legalizing same sex marriage.
It’s not like a gay couple get-
ting married is any different from 
a straight couple getting married.
In both situations, most 
people would likely try to settle 
down and start a family.
Now starting a family may 
be different for each of those 
couples, but, again, that doesn’t 
imply something negative.
I think legalizing gay marriage 
could really help the community 
more than it could hurt it.
Gay couples can’t create a 
child naturally, but there are 
other options. If more gay cou-
ples were married, would there 
be fewer orphans? Would divorce 
rates be lower?
Divorce in this day and age 
doesn’t seem to be so frowned upon.
Television star Kim Kardashi-
an was married to Kris Humphries 
for all of 72 days before getting a 
divorce. How can something like 
this be socially acceptable?
If a gay couple is willing to 
spend a lifetime together with-
out a single divorce, why should 
that be illegal?
Quick divorces give children 
a bad example as they grow up, 
and that’s not the type of thing 
we want to do in our 
society.
We should be 
positive, show the 
kids the good sides 
of marriage so that 
they can one day 
take on the respon-
sibility of finding a 
spouse and starting 
a family.
Another reason to 
support legalizing gay 
marriage is because 
you are legalizing true 
love. Who are we to tell someone 
who they can or can’t love?
Could you imagine how you 
would feel if you were told you 
can’t marry the love of your life?
What kind of a world do we 
live in where we need to control 
what everyone is doing so that 
they are all the same?
People are all unique, differ-
ent, and should all be treated as 
such. Not everyone is going to 
want a traditional marriage, not 
everyone wants to marry some-
one of the opposite gender, and 
some people don’t want to get 
married in the first place — let 
them decide for themselves.
This would also make things 
easier on children growing up 
with homosexual parents. It 
would ease some of the stress 
that they probably have to 
deal with.
There’s no doubt some kids 
get made fun for having gay 
parents as they grow up, because 
that’s just how school is. Kids 
will find any reason to pick on 
one another.
If same sex marriage was le-
galized, that might really change 
the atmosphere for these kids.
Not only would it make it eas-
ier on them, but it could change 
the whole perception of homo-
sexuality.
Same-sex marriage could eas-
ily be accepted as something nor-
mal. Imagine if 20 years from 
now we lived in a country with all 
50 states allowing gay marriage, 
the whole culture would be dif-
ferent, and in a good way.
There could be less kids being 
made fun of for having gay par-
ents, gay couples would receive 
less hate, and probably less star-
ing, and people would be more 
accepting of different lifestyles.
Legalizing same sex mar-
riage could open up a window to 
a whole new level of acceptance 
from people, and could really 
impact the way society acts or 
views things.
Tommy McCormick is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
There’s no room for abuse by coaches
Some people can be 
abusive, but mentors or 
coaches can really step 
over the line when it 
comes to their teams.
For example, the men’s 
basketball head coach at 
Rutgers University physi-
cally and verbally abused 
his own players and it was 
a poor decision to hire 
him in the first place.
Why is this a conflict? 
Well first off, any profes-
sional in the sports world should mo-
tivate their players even if they are not 
doing well.
When people are abusive to any-
body, it  could cause  mental damage 
that will scar them for life.
According to an article in the New 
York Times on April 2, 2013,  Mike 
Rice was fired after cussing out his 
players and throwing balls at the team.
Even so, the Athletic Director Tim 
Pernetti and General Counsel John 
Wolf handed in their resignation on 
April 5. By the time Pernetti  fired 
Coach Mike Rice on April 3 due to vid-
eo evidence, he had already seen the 
video last fall, according to NPR.org.
Pernetti said that his 
first instincts were to fire 
Rice immediately, but he 
didn’t do it until now, and 
John Wolf was likewise 
involved in the decision to 
not to fire the coach.
I feel that the coach 
crossed the line by yell-
ing and throwing balls at 
the players’ heads. He was 
abusive to the team. A 
coach should be a mentor 
and not the bad guy be-
cause the team will respect that person 
a lot more if they try to help them, not 
yell at them.
The school has to rebuild a safe en-
vironment for the athletes. They need 
to hire positive people if they want the 
team to be happy.
I am so shocked that people are 
still doing this to their team or co-
workers. If they don’t want some-
thing like this to happen again, I 
think people should do a background 
check when they hire coaches or staff 
members for the school.
The coach was wrong by creating 
this outcome, with two players leaving 
the team for another school.
I am so glad that the coach was 
fired,  because we don’t need to see 
people like him in today’s society. Peo-
ple being abusive like this makes the 
world a bad place.
The world is made up of Yin and 
Yang, and we need to balance it out be-
tween good and evil people. I thought 
the world was becoming more bal-
anced lately but I hear news like this 
almost every day.
We will never see a utopia because 
people always abuse others no matter 
what. Rutgers will be never the same 
since the incident and I predict it will 
take them a couple of years to recover.
We will have to see what happens 
next at Rutgers.
I think the school’s department 
should lay low for a bit until this dis-
appears. If the program does so, people 
will forget this ever happened.
I don’t approve of human abuse at 
all because it is uncivilized. Coaches 
and mentors need to treat their play-
ers with respect like everyone else and 
that will make our world better in the 
long run.
Anthony Nguyen is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. Follow him on Twitter 
@Antnguyen87.
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With new momentum to legalize, pot backers aim high
By Rob Hotakainen
McClatchy Tribune
WASHINGTON — As one 
of the nation’s top marijuana 
lobbyists, Allen St. Pierre has 
come to believe in his prod-
uct, which is why he tries to 
smoke high-potency, one-
toke weed every night if pos-
sible.
It’s an experience that St. 
Pierre, the executive director 
of the National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws, commonly known as 
NORML, hopes more Ameri-
cans will soon enjoy, with no 
fear of prosecution.
After working for mari-
juana legalization for 23 
years, St. Pierre said he 
pinches himself every day 
as he watches events unfold 
across the United States.
Since 1996, 18 states have 
approved marijuana for use 
as medicine. But lobbyists 
scored their top achievement 
in a generation in November, 
when voters in Washington 
state and Colorado approved 
the recreational use by 
adults. Thirteen states have 
decriminalized the posses-
sion of marijuana, removing 
the possibility of jail time.
Now, in a flurry of new 
momentum, pro-marijuana 
bills have been introduced 
in 27 statehouses this year. 
Nine would tax and regulate 
marijuana like alcohol, while 
the others would allow more 
states to lessen penalties or 
to legalize marijuana for me-
dicinal purposes.
On the recreational front, 
lobbyists expect to prevail at 
the ballot box again, possibly 
first with Alaska voters next 
year. And they’re eyeing the 
biggest prize of all: Califor-
nia, along with others, in 
2016.
On Thursday, a new poll 
by the Pew Research Cen-
ter showed that for the first 
time a majority of Ameri-
cans now favor legal pot. 
On Capitol Hill, a few dozen 
Democrats send representa-
tives to study-group meet-
ings to figure out how to 
move pro-legalization bills 
introduced in February. And 
with spring here, the One-
Hitters, a team of marijuana 
reformers, are ready for 
another season in Washing-
ton’s Congressional Softball 
League, where they’ll play 
ball against elected leaders.
For St. Pierre, who recalls 
when he felt like an outcast 
in Washington, it adds up to 
one indisputable fact: Mari-
juana has gone mainstream, 
and the legalization push 
has grown so powerful that it 
will be hard to stop.
“The genie’s out of the 
bottle,” he said, sitting at 
his desk next to a plastic pot 
plant, just two blocks from 
the White House.
Bills to tax and regulate 
marijuana for recreational 
use have been introduced by 
state lawmakers this year in 
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. The leg-
islation is dead for the year 
in Hawaii, Maryland and 
New Hampshire.
“None will pass, but if 
you’re looking at tea leaves, 
seeing something like that 
is another clear indication 
of the upward political pres-
sure that’s coming from the 
states and being put on fed-
eral lawmakers,” St. Pierre 
said.
He called the votes in 
Washington state and Colo-
rado “huge beyond belief” 
and said they marked the 
biggest moment in the push 
for legalization since Cali-
fornia approved the use of 
marijuana for medicinal 
purposes more than 16 years 
ago.
“These states are at the 
vanguard of what looks like 
probably a 15- to 20-state 
run in the next two to four 
election cycles,” St. Pierre 
said.
Pot lobbyists are count-
ing on big success in the next 
presidential election, when 
voter turnout is high and the 
demographics could make it 
easier to win. Fox predicts 
California will be among 
three to seven states that 
vote on legalization in 2016. 
Lobbyists are considering 
trying for a vote in Alaska in 
August 2014, only because 
there’s no advantage in wait-
ing since all ballot initiatives 
there go on the primary-elec-
tion ballot.
The legalization efforts 
are worrisome for Joyce Na-
lepka, president of Drug-
Free Kids: America’s Chal-
lenge, based in Silver Spring, 
Md. The public is awash in 
misinformation because the 
media have not done their 
job in warning the public 
about carcinogens in mari-
juana and other health risks, 
she said.
“Isn’t that what their job 
is?” Nalepka asked. “I’ve al-
ways thought the media gets 
the facts and spreads it to the 
public.”
Nalepka said the media 
should not even be using the 
term “medical marijuana” 
because the drug has never 
been approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
and it does nothing but con-
fuse kids, who think mari-
juana has medicinal quali-
ties and are more likely to 
use it.
Marijuana advocates, 
though, say it sends the wrong 
message to kids to have un-
compassionate laws that 
criminalize ill patients who 
want to relieve suffering.
MARIJUANA REGULATION
Toni Fox, owner of the 3-D Denver’s Discreet Dispensary, stands in the establishment’s grow room in Denver, Colorado, on Dec. 12, 
2012. Venture capitalists are trying to figure out how to capitalize on the marijuana market now that it’s increasingly legalized. Genaro 
Molina / MCT
I’ve always 
thought the 
media gets 
the facts 
and spreads 
it to the 
public. 
Joyce Nalepka 
President of Drug-Free 
Kids: America’s Challenge
for more info call 408-924 3270
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